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Overview of Utah’s Fishing Economy (2026)

A Billion-Dollar Industry: Recreation fishing in Utah is a cornerstone of the state’s economy, generating
approximately from over 418,000 licensed resident anglers.

Total Economic Output: Wherlm accounting for indirect and induced effects (the “ripple effect”), the
industry supports a total output of

GDP Contribution: Combined boating and fishing activities contribute roughly

Impact: Fishing acts as a major ecofiomic engine, supporting local businesses, tourism, and rural
economies.



Employment and Labor Income

Job Creation: The fishing industry is a vital employer, supporting over directly and
indirectly across the state. y
Wages: Angling-related activities provide substantial labor income, totaling approximately

for Utah workers. *
Sector Impact: Jobs are not just in tackle shops; they span lodging, gas stations, convenience stores,
and restaurants near popular fishing destinations.

Key Driver: Over 418,000 licensed resident anglers in 2023, with an average of 14 trips per year.



Fiscal Contribution to the State

e Tax Revenue: Fishing generates $426 million in fiscal revenues for the state and local governments.

e Funding Conservation: In 2025, over $3.4 million from hunting and fishing license fees were allocated
for habitat restoration projects.

e Stocking Efforts: 11.6 million fish were stocked in 655 Utah waterbodies in 2025, ensuring future
recreation.



Commercial Fishing and Market Sectors

e Utah's commercial seafood sector is a multi-million dollar industry focused on three primary areas: the unique harvest of brine shrimp from
the Great Salt Lake, a specialized aquaculture and Utah's commercial seafood sector is a multi-million dollar industry focused on three primary
areas: the unique harvest of brine shrimp from the Great Salt Lake, a specialized aquaculture and fish processing market, and high-volume
regional distribution fish processing market, and high-volume regional distribution.

e Commercial Markets: Utah’s commercial fishing seafood market size is estimated at in 2025, showing a steady growth rate of
3.1% to 5.4% annual growth observed between 2020 and 2025, the sector is showing consistent expansion.

e Key Industry: The Great Salt Lake is the world's leading source of brine shrimp, a vital aquaculture ingredient supplying 45% to 50% annually?®

e Seafood Preparation: The seafood preparation industry in Utah has over the past five years, reaching a market size of
in 2026.

e Aquaculture: Utah is home to established aqua feed producers and research institutions like Utah Sate University, positioning the state to
benefit from expanding national and globat aguaculture demand.



e The harvest industry in the Great Salt Lake has been valued at $10 to $S60 million,
depending on the quality and quantity of brine shrimp cysts harvested. Just as brine shrimp are
dependent upon the lake's functioning environment for survival, so are the as well.

As of 2026, 21 companies are now harvesting brine shrimp in the North and South Arms of the lake.


https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/1608-brine-shrimp-officially-named-state-crustacean.html
https://wildlife.utah.gov/gslep/harvests/companies.html
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Blue Ribbon Fisheries (BRF) and High-Value Sites

e Economic Driver: are specifically designated for their high quality and economic
contribution. Anglers at these sites often spend more, averaging averaging 14 trips per
yvear per angler. .

e Strategic Investment: In the 2024-2025 cycle, the BRF program allocated for habitat
enhancements and infrastructure, such as new floating docks at Flaming Gorge, to ensure continued
economic viability.

e Angler Preferences: Native species like cutthroat trout and rainbow trout are high-value draws that
drive visitations to remote rural areas.
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Sustaining the Future through Conservation

e User-Pay Model: Fishing license sales directly fund conservation. In 2025, approximately
from licenses was allocated to habitat restoration projects. -

e Stocking Operations: In 2025, the DWR stocked into 655
waterbodies to maintain fishing quality and economic activity.
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e New Infrastructure: To meet 2026 and 2027 demands, Utah is construction the new
ensuring the state can continue providing the species anglers desire.
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